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him, or who knew him only slightly, this tendency assumed
an air of arrogance, and was resented as an unwarranted
assumption of superiority. But they who knew Murchison
well, and had occasion to see him in many different lights,
will doubtless admit that these failings were in large measure
those of manner, and at the most lay openly on the sur-
face of his character. You saw some of them at once,
almost before you saw anything else. Hence it was natural
enough that casual intercourse with him should give
the impression of a man altogether wrapt up in his own
work and fame. Yet underneath those outer and rather
forbidding peculiarities lay a generous and sympathetic
nature which inspired many an act of unsolicited and
unexpected kindness, and which was known to refuse to
be alienated even after the deepest ingratitude. The suc-
cess of the Eussian researches probably quickened into
undue prominence some of the less pleasing features in
Murchison's character, but they in no way lessened the
measure of kindly interest and sympathy which, in spite of
the way he often chose to show them, were those of a true
friend. labours fill a larger and larger space.    His
